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THE NAME AND FAM LY OF OATES

The nane or OATES is derived fromthe ancient bap-
tismal name of Gdo or O ho and was first taken as a
patronym c by the sons of those so called. It appears
in ancient British records in the various fornms of Q ho,
Odo, Go, Oto, Ohes, Oes, Cat, Cattes, Catts, Cats,
Cates, and others, of which the last spelling is that
nmost frequently used in Anerica today. The nane of Fitz
O es, nmeaning “son of es”, occurs in the Roll of Battle
Abbey, anong the followers of WIliamthe Conqueror, who
Il ed the Normans into England in the year 1066 A.D.

Records of the nanme are found at early dates in the
annal s of the English Counties of York, Lincoln, Norfolk,
Lancaster, Chester, Cornwall, and Oxford, as well as in
those of the city and vicinity of London. These famlies
were chiefly of the |anded and nerchant cl asses.

Among the earliest definite records of the nanme in
Engl and are those of WlliamFitz Oes, whose daughter

and heir was in wardship to the Earl of Oxford in 1215;



t hose of Robert Fitz Qtes, who held | ands at Westcote in
1254; those of Andreas or Andrew Oes, of County Norfolk,
in 1273; those of John Oes, who held land at Little Laver,
County Essex, as early as 1307; those of Johannes Hotes
or John Oes, of Yorkshire, in 1379; those of John QOes,
who resided at Shibden Hall, in Yorkshire, in 1410; those
of John Otes, dover, who resided at Halifax in 1439; and
t hose of Bryan Otes, who possessed consi derabl e estates
at Halifax in 1530.

Soon after 1530 the Yorkshire famly of the name was
represented by three brothers, Thomas, John, and Lawr ence
Cates or tes. O thses brothers, Thomas was admtted to
Lincoln Coll ege, at the University of Oxford, in 1575, he
bei ng then twenty-one years of age. The second b rother,
John Cates, was the father of a son named WIliam who
first married a daughter of George G eene, of Nether Denby,
Yorkshire, and had issue by her of a son naned John, who
died at an early age. By his second wife, Ann, daughter
of Thomas Beaunont, of Mrfied, County York, whom he nar-
ried in 1630, WIIliam had further issue of ten children,
John, Joseph, Joshua, Thomas, Jonas, Josias, Judith, Mary,
Ann, and Eli zabet h.

John Qates, of Nether Denby, Yorkshire, eldest son
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and heir of WIlliamand Ann, left issue by his first wfe,
Susan, daughter of WIIiam Brooke, to whom he was married
in 1657 of WIliam Joshua, John, and Ann. By his second
w fe, Hannah Wadsworth, John had further issue of Joseph,
Janes, Sanuel, Mary, Martha, and Hannah. O the sons of
the el der John of Nether Denby, WIIiam probably died
wi t hout issue, as did James, the fifth son. The second
son, Joshua Cates, settled in New York in 1699, but |eft
only one child, a daughter nanmed Susan; and Samuel QCat es,
the sixth son and youngest son, went to Anerica about the
year 1724. He will be nmentioned agai n bel ow.

John GCates, the third son of the elder John and Susan
(nee Brooke), left issue by his wife Elizabeth of Edward,
John, Anne, Dorothy, and Francis, of whomthe first had a
wi fe named Anne and was the father by her in the early
ei ghteenth century of four children, John, Joseph, WIIliam
and Elizabeth Cates.

Joseph, fourth son of the elder John and the first
child by his marriage to Hannah Wadsworth, married G ace,
daughter of Bartin Allot, in 1706. To this union were
born John, Richard, Anmby, Joseph, Bryan, Bartin, Janes,
Mary, Jane, Grace, Ann, Hannah, Sarah, Catherine, Susanna,
and Margaret. O these, Janes married Catherine Pool e,
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by whom he was the father of a son nanmed Joseph Cates,
who settled near Cork, in Ireland.

Josias OCates, the youngest son of the first WIIliam
O the Yorkshire line nentioned above, first married Eliza-
bet h, daughter of WIIliam Fenton, and was the father by
her of WIlliam Joseph, Anne, Mary, and Elizabeth. 1In
1682 Josias married a second wi fe, Hannah, another daughter
of WIlliam Fenton; and his children by this marriage were
Josi as, Benjam n, Thomas, Abigail, and Sanuel, of whomthe
| ast was the father of five children, Hannah, Elizabeth,
Margaret, Francis, and Henry. Josias, son of the first
of that nane, was married in 1716 to Ann, daughter of
Gervase Norton, and was the father of Josias, Hannah, and
Ann.

Wl liam Cates, eldest son of the first Josias, was
married in 1707 to CGertrude, daughter of Edward Goodwyn,
and had issue by her of WIliam Edward, Thomas, Charl es,
CGeorge, Goodwyn, Certrude, Sanuel, Richard, Francis, and
Sarah. O these, the first two died unmarried; while
Thomas was the father by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of
Edward Foster, of Edward, WIIliam Susanna, Elizabeth,
Gertrude, and Mary.

Joseph Cates, second son of the first Josias, becane
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a nerchant at Leeds. He married Mary, daughter of Thomas
Fenton, in 1702 and had issue by her of eleven children,
Thomas, George, Josiah, Joseph, Samnuel, Elizabeth, Lydis,
Ann, Mary, Rachel, and another son, who died in infancy.
O the last nentioned brothers, Thomas and Josi ah |eft
only femal e i ssue; Joseph died young; George was the
Father by his wfe, Sarah Jolley, of Joseph, Louisa Ann.
George WIliam Sophia Caroline, Benjamn, Mary, Ann
Sarah, Sally, and Frederick; and Sanmuel had issue by his
Wfe, Mary Haner, of Samuel, Josiah, WIIliam Joseph,
Henry, Edward, Ann, Margaret, and Mary.

Anot her branch of the Yorkshire famly was represented
inthe latter sixteenth century by two brothers, Thomas
and Robert Cates. O these, Thonmas di ed about the year
1608, levain issue of Ral ph, WIIliam GCeorge, Dorothy,
and several other daughters; and Robert was the father of
Ri chard, John, Robert, |saac, |sabel, Agnes, Alice, and
Ell en.

Titus QCates, of Norwich, in the County of NorfolKk,
was nmarried in 1612 to Anne Rallye or Raleigh. To this
uni on was born at |east one son, Sanuel Cates, who had
a son, Titus QCates, who entered Caius College, at Canbridge
in 1667, The records of this line are not conplete.
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Al t hough the connection between the before-nentioned
lines and the earliest emgrants of the nane to Anerica
are not available in all cases, the Cates famlies of the
United States are undoubtedly of English descent and prob-
ably originated with the Yorkshire |ine.

The first of the famly in Anerica was Gregory QOates,
who settled in New Norfol k County, Va., in 1637. Nothing
is definitely known, however, concerning the i medi ate
famly of this inmmgrant.

In 1675 one John QCates, a solider in Mseley s New
Engl and Conpany, was killed by the Indians. His records
are also inconplete, but it is possible that he was the
progenitor of that John Oates, Qats (occasionally called
“the em grant ancestry”) who appeared at Yarnouth, Mass.,
as early as 1717. However this may be, it is known that
this John of Yarnouth was married in that year to Dorothy
Joyce and settled soon afterward at Bristol, Me. H's
children were Mary, John, Peter, James, Thankful, Sanuel,
and Desire. Sone of the descendants of this Iine of the
famly are known to have spelled the name Qis

Sanuel Cates or QGats, son of the first John of Mi ne,
married Patience Sherman, of Dartnmouth, R 1., and had
i ssue by her of Samuel, Waity, Ebenezer, David, Thankful,
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Anna, Sarah, and John.

Sonetinme before 1679 one George QCats settled at St.
M chael ’s, in Barbadoes. 1In that year his son Joseph
was baptized. It is probable that descendants of this
l[ine settled in Virginia, but the records of this famly
are not conpl ete.

The before-nentioned Sanmuel OCates, of Yorkshire, who
cane to Anerica about the year 1724, settled at Barnstable,
Mass. He had two sons, Sanuel Allen and the Hon. Janes,

bot h of whom however, spelled the name Qtis and were pro-

genitors of famlies so naned.

Roger Qatts or Cats, who served with the Virginia
forces during the Revolutionary War, becane a justice of
t he peace for Wayne Country, Ky. The names of his progeny
are not, however, in evidence.

| saac Cates, who died in Halifax County, Va., about
1807, left issue by his w fe Susannah of Al exander, Catey,
Thomas, WIliam Elizabeth, Jane, and Sarah.

The fairly nunmerous progeny of this famly in Amrerica
have spread to many parts of the country. Characterized,
in general, by fortitude, business acunen, ability to |ead,

and sone literary and histrionic talent, nenbers of the



famly have been particularly successful in the field of
law, literature, governnent, and schol arshi p.

Further records of the famly in the Revolutionary
War nention, anong those who served the Col onies at that
time, the names of Leonard, Janes, and WIliam Cats, of
Virginia;, John and Vendel Gat, of Pennsylvani a; Ensign
Janmes Qates, of Pennsylvania; Lieutenant Cates (Christian
name not given), of South Carolina; Peter GCat, of Massa-
chusetts; Asher Qates, of Massachusetts; and many others
as wel | .

James, WIliam Thomas, Joseph, Josias, Richard,
Francis, George, Samuel, Henry, Edward, Robert, and John
are anong the Christian Nanmes nost frequently used by the
Ffmly for is male progeny.

Anmong t hose of the name who have been prom nent in
Anerica in nore recent years are:

WIlliam Calvin Cates (1835-1910), of Al abama,
sol i der, lawer, Congressnman, governor, and author.
Alice Cates (1849-1887), of Tennessee and

Pennsyl vani a, actress and singer.

Janes Watt Oates (b. 1850), of Al abanma and
California, |awer.

James Franklin Cates (b. 1870), of Illinois,
Aaut hor .

Max Bruce OCates (b. 1883), of Louisiana,
econom st .

Wlliam R Qates (latter nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries), of Mchigan, public official
and aut hor.
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The coat of arnms of the English famly of Cates is
generally described, in heraldic terns, as foll ows (Burke,

Encycl opedi a of Heral dry, 1844):

Arns — “Argent, a bear ranpant sable, nuzzled
gul es.

Crest — “A boar’s head, erased argent.”
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